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Community was soon alarmed; Severin, arrested,
tried, convicted, and sentenced to suffer tlie extreme
penalty of the law.

It is sufficient for us to say, that tlie evidence was
clear and conclusive, tliat lie was the only murderer
of Ms family; nor was it doubted that Mrs. Smith's
suspicion was correct; yet, with all the array of posi-
tive testimony brought against him, he denied the
commission of the crime to the last moment of his
life! When brought out for execution, -he was placed
under the gallows, and the rope with its fatal noose
adjusted around his neck, when one of the attorneys
arose, and with great solemnity, addressed him, in the
most impressive manner: "We have done," said he,
"all in our power to save your life; but you are justly
condemned, and in a few minutes more, will enter the
presence of the All-seeing eye of Jehovah; now let
me beseech you, in the name of God, to tell the truth,
before you die." Severin declared himself innocent
of the crime, for which he was about to suffer; but
was consoled, he said, with the belief that he should,
in a few short moments, meet in blissful re-union his
dear, murdered wife and children in heaven, to part
no more! Prayers were read; and during the reading
of the Lord's prayer, at the words " Thy will be done,"
the hardened wretch was launched into eternity.

No room was left to doubt the fact, that Severin
with his own hand destroyed the life of his unhappy   &e.f money to Mr.their sight, &c.ascolony.
